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Objectives: 

1. To provide the students the basic tools and materials for research 

2. To acquaint them with the process of research 

3. To guide them in presenting their research and results 

4. To supervise the students as they write research papers on topics related to their Ph.D. 

research 

Syllabus: 

1. Research: meaning and objectives 

2. Research techniques in literary studies and linguistics/ social sciences/ quantitative methods 

for research 

3. Resources and means of research: books, journals, anthologies, unpublished theses, conference 

proceedings, newspaper articles, e-journals, thesauruses, encyclopedias, Dissertation 

Abstracts, web references, research sites, printed indexes, e-mail discussion groups, 

special libraries, advanced study centers, virtual libraries, internet search engines 

4. Developing study skills: reading and note-taking, reading academic journals and texts, 

mapping out a topic, planning and writing essays and articles, writing for impact, 

evaluating and presenting arguments 

5. The process of research : selecting a research topic; review of literature; identifying aims and 

objectives; formulating the thesis statement; defining the scope and limitations; drafting a 

research proposal; planning the timeline 

6. Presentation of research : title of the study, aims and objectives; format of research; 

pagination; grammar, punctuation and the conventions of academic writing: organization 

of materials; avoiding plagiarism; in-text citations; list of works cited; footnotes and 

endnotes; research findings; bibliography; using standard style sheets – MLA, APA, 

Chicago Manual, Harvard system of referencing. 



Assessment: The performance and understanding of the students will be evaluated through two 

mid-term exams, end-term exam and class-work sessionals which will include writing 

and communicating two research papers on the topics of their choice in the supervision of 

their mentor. 
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